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POSITION PAPER - Cancellation of the World Debt 

Whereas: 
 The National Catholic Student Coalition [NCSC] is committed to participating actively in 

the Roman Catholic Church and to representing U.S. Catholic students in national and 

international forums; and 

 The NCSC stands firmly against any attack on the dignity and inherent worth of all 

human life. 

 

Concerned with the widespread poverty in the world. 

 

In the Spirit of Leviticus 25:8-12, which calls us to forgive debt in Jubilee years. 

 

Taking note of: 

 The 2.8 billion people, out of the 6 billion total of the world, who live on less than $2 a 

day and the 1.2 billion who live on less than $1 a day; c 

 The promise made by President Clinton with the Cologne Initiative to forgive 100 

percent of the debits owed to the United Sates by the world's most heavily indebted poor 

countries. 

 

Recognizing foreign external debt as one of the contributing factors to poverty. 

 

Acknowledging: 
 The call of His Holiness Pope John Paul II in his apostolic exhortation Tertio Millennio 

Adveniente to reduce "if not canceling outright, the international debt which seriously 

threatens the future of many nations;" and 

 The call of United States Catholic Conference in its April 1999 statement to "stand with 

the poor in their just call" for debt relief. 

 

Be it resolved that: 
 We, as the NCSC are challenged by the Church's teaching of a preferential option for the 

poor; 

 We, as the NCSC accept that challenge and work to alleviate poverty both within the 

United States, as well as in the world; and that 

 We, as the NCSC urge all governments especially the United States, intergovernmental 

institutions such as the United Nations or the World Bank, as well as Church leaders to 

work on effective methods to alleviate poverty, including debit cancellation. 
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Sponsored by: Kevin Ahern, Fordham University, Northeast Regional Team 

 

Presented and accepted by the NCSC at the 17th annual leadership conference, in Louisville, KY 

December 2000. 
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